The Model Forest approach was first developed and implemented by the Government of Canada in the early 1990s in 10 sites across
the country. It was a response to a period of intense conflict in Canada’s forest sector at a time when environmentalists,
governments, indigenous peoples, communities and forest workers were struggling over forest resources and how to manage them
sustainably.

The idea

behind the Model Forest concept was to move away from valuing forests for timber alone towards a vision where
social, environmental, economic and cultural benefits and trade-offs would be considered equally.
From the beginning, Model Forests promoted the idea of forming partnerships under a neutral forum where a range of values and
interests could be represented, and where partners could experiment with new ideas under a common goal of sustainable
development. Each site was intended to be a dynamic “model” from which others could learn, and,
together, advance their sustainability goals in forests and the larger landscapes that surround them.

There are currently 6

Regional Networks under the IMFN:

Canadian Model Forest Network (CMFN)

African Model Forest Network (AMFN) born
in 2009

Regional Model Forest Network—Asia (RMFN-Asia)

Latin-American Model Forest Network (RIABM), born in 2002

Northern Europe & Russia Network

Mediterranean Model Forest Network (MMFN), born in 2008

Principles:
1 – PARTNERSHIP
2 – LANDSCAPE
3 – COMMITMENT TO SUSTAINABILITY
4 – GOVERNANCE
5 – PROGRAM OF ACTIVITIES
6 – KNOWLEDGE-SHARING, CAPACITY-BUILDING AND NETWORKING
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TUSCANY REGION REPRESENTS FROM APRIL 2019 MF SECRETARIAT
with the support of Union of Municipalities Valdarno e Valdisieve and Montagne Fiorentine
Model Forest (at the moment 1°MF in Italy)

Mediterranean Model Forest Network (MMFN)
Born in 2008, it has actually 7 FM Members + 2 FM Candidate

Enjoy Model Forest Network !!
For further informations contact us
www.medmodelforest.net it will work soon…

Thank you for your attention
Toni Ventre
MMFN Secretariat

Ifrane Model Forest, Morocco
Location: Middle Atlas
Area (ha): 357 300
Number of inhabitants: 143 380
The dominating forest landscape in the Ifrane Model Forest is the Middle Atlas cedar forest that represents 85% of the cedar surface
area in Morocco. The Model Forest offers an organized and expanded framework for dialogue and action, allowing the population,
forest administration and local stakeholders to develop new relations and to take action for the sustainable development of their
territory, the preservation of the cedar forests and the improvement of their living conditions.
AFMI has important assets for tourism development, given the wealth of its natural, landscape and cultural heritage. The
industrial sector is still in the embryonic stage, dominated by very small businesses, mostly in the agri-food sector. Handcrafts
(focused mainly on wood working, weaving and embroidery) occupies an important place in the province’s economic
activities. The forestry industry is important, although essentially limited to sawmill activities. The forest also provides other
important resources for rural users who harvest dead wood for heating, as well as non-timber forest products, some of which
have real economic value, such as lichen, harvested and exported for use in the manufacturing of beauty products.

Provence Model Forest, France
Location: Provence-Alpes-Côte d’Azur
Area (ha): 309,804
Number of inhabitants: 1 370 199
The Provence Model Forest is representative of the coastal region of the Provence-Alpes-Côte-d’Azur region where
forest spaces are under pressure by human activities. The limited extent of agricultural lands and strong urban
expansion are leading to a significant inter-relation between forests and artificial zones.
The Provence Model Forest is looking to be a model for innovation and environmental performance, uniting all
stakeholders in a common vision for the forests and the sharing of everyone’s knowledge and experience.
The communities, businesses and associations in the region have come together to jointly promote the sustainable
management of natural spaces through the development of the most emblematic large forests in Provence: Garlaban,
Étoile, Sainte Baume and Maures.

Tlemcen Model Forest, Algeria
Location: North – east
Area (ha): 156,000
Number of inhabitant:
The Tlemcen Model Forest have three sites with three different ecosystems: maritime, forestry and steppe. They are
necessary for the economic development of the area, in particular; the steppe for livestock, the forest for agriculture
and timber and the maritime for fishing.
The Alegrino government wanted to follow the development process of a Model Forest to raise awareness of respect
for local resources, as a support to increase local economies. This is why numerous projects have been carried out
together with local entities especially in the agricultural field and aimed to protecting environment and landscapes.

Yalova Model Forest, Turky
Location: Southeast
Area (ha): 79185,50
Number of inhabitants:
The very first model forest of Turkey was created in Yalova Province in 2010. Yalova Province has certain fundamental
problems including but not limited to; population growth and unplanned urbanization caused by industrialization,
uncontrolled increase in demand for fire wood and non-wooden products of forestry resources, questionable
resource management decisions adopted in the past and low-income levels of the people especially those in the
rural areas. There is a large seasonal increase in the size of the population in coastal areas in summer. The Yalova
forest is located near three large cities (Istanbul, Kocaeli and Bursa) and is therefore strategically placed for
commerce and tourism. At the same time, these urban areas generate air pollution that could negatively affect forest
health, and increasing population also represents a potential threat.

River Mirna Basin Model Forest, Croatia
Location: North-western part of the Istrian peninsula.
Area (ha): 116.200
Number of inhabitants: 39.335
The priorities of RMB MF are: the protection of nature-> rise the level of ecological
awareness and knowledge about the nature and environment conservation. Cultural
and rural tourism thought the development of a brand of the Model Forest “River
Mirna Basin. Protect the habitat of non-wood forest products like truffles, mushrooms,
wild and medicinal plants, hunting fund, wild fruits and berries

Montagne Fiorentine Model Forest, Italy
Location: Tuscany
Area (ha): 54,800
Number of inhabitants: 64,000
The FMMF landscape is characterized by a “system of farms” mostly engaged in the cultivation of vineyards, olive
groves and woodlands, aside from those areas where chestnut groves are maintained. Economy is strongly
connected with agriculture, while forests are managed for centuries for wood and non-timber forest products,
such as mushrooms. Is also influenced by the proximity of Florence, tourism and handcrafts production being
important activities, especially in densely populated villages, creating a complex mosaic shaped by humans as a
result of thousands of years of interventions.

MODEL FOREST CANDIDATE:

Palencia Model Forest CANDIDATE, Spain
Location: Castilla y Leon
The activity of the committees was launched just after the declaration of Palencia Model Forest
candidate.
The most active committee has been the one related to forestry activities. A proposal for the
implementation of a mycological park in Palencia Model Forest Association with the support from
entities from the territory. We are on the final steps for an agreement for financial support. The culture
committee will collaborate with the Cultural Association "El Pendón de Poza de la Vega” for the
declaration of “los pendones” as BIC (Bien de Interés Cultural).
.

Valle dell’Aterno Model Forest CANDIDATE, Italy
Location: Sirente Velino Park, Abruzzo
Area (ha): 300 km2
Number of inhabitants: 8600
On 27 October 2018, the Abruzzo Region signed an agreement with the MMFN to identify a first
pilot area in which to implement the principles of the Model Forest. Fifteen municipalities in the
Middle Valley of the Aterno river (L'Aquila) - an area of about 30 thousand hectares, of which a
large part insists within the Sirente-Velino Regional Natural Park. Work groups divided by thematic
groups (forest management, agriculture, tourism, associations) are underway to gather ideas and
needs that can be included in the strategic plan of the Media Valle dell'Aterno, which will soon be
formed into an "association of Valley".
The project was promoted by the "Torre del Cornone - ILEX" Environmental Education Center in
Fontecchio (L'Aquila) as part of the wider Mediterranean Mosaics program, financed by the Swiss
Mava Foundation and implemented in collaboration with the Italian Bird Protection League (Lipu )
and Al-Shouf Cedar Society (ACS) (Lebanon).

